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11. New Business         5.16 

Discussion of possible motion regarding divestment of Trustees in politicians who 

gave support to insurrection. 
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Ravin, Angel Baldan, Katherine Christensen, Michael Donovan, Bilal Khalid, Marie Philipneri, 
Phillip Ruppert  
Libraries:  Lynn Hartke, Matthew Tuegel  
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g. University climate survey will  be launched December 23, 2020. Survey 
questions were informed by faculty; there are 20-25 questions 

h. African American Studies program is moving to department status  
i. FSEC met with Black graduate students to discuss diversifying the 

curriculum/course syllab i  
j. CAS restructuring task force listening sessions with Provost Lewis will 

continue in January 2021 
k. Faculty Hiring Policy task force will start  work in January 2021. Dr. Miriam 

Joseph will lead this process  
l. A policy committee will be established in January 2021 by the Provost to 

establish a policy on Centers and Institutes. In the absence of this Policy, the 
Provost will also revise �3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W���3�H�V�W�H�O�O�R�¶�V���)�H�E�U�X�D�U�\�������������V�W�D�W�H�P�H�Q�W���R�Q��
centers and institutes to bring it in line with current practice . 

m. FSEC continues to respond to questions posted in the anonymous mailbox  
n. Special thanks to faculty for helping to maintain safety during the semester 

and for adapting to various teaching options. There was no classroom 
transmission  of COVID-19 during the semester. 

 
7. Interim Provost , Michael Lewis (Note: Provost Lewis sent a detailed presentation, 

the following is a brief summary of main points)  
Provost Lewis expressed both a sense of concern for the changing nature of 
university finances and hope for improvement and hope to develop some actions to 
prevent the situation becoming worse.  

a. 
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i. Workload Changes & Scholarly Excellence: these should help save 
money by reducing adjunct costs, and non-tenure track positions or 
re-allocate open faculty lines to other areas.  

e. Creative Approaches to New Revenue (slide 15) New Revenue: there is a need 
to increase enrollment in revenue generating areas, and in professional 
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b. The following motion was introduced and discussed: The Faculty Senate 
further moves that until a policy for the approval and oversight of centers, 
institutes, consortia, and other special initiatives is established, such entities 
that reside at the University level shall be considered automatically approved 
by the Faculty Senate as long as they are directed by a faculty member. 

Discussion Points Included:  

i. �&�O�D�U�L�I�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V���R�Q���W�K�H���W�H�U�P���³�G�L�U�H�F�W�H�G�´�����W�K�L�V���D�S�S�O�L�H�V���W�R���W�K�R�V�H���F�H�Q�W�H�U�V���D�Q�G��
institutes lead by non-faculty as they do not adhere to faculty 
structures 

ii.  VP, OVPR, Ken Olliff discussed distinction between non -degree 
granting centers and degree-granting centers, and those that hire 
faculty and do not. He also noted that there is a standard practice and 
multistep process for new centers supported by OVPR from planning 
grants and approval. Centers and Institutes that have been approved 
have all appeared before the Senate and felt that was a level of 
consultation by the faculty. He also noted centers within colleges have 
oversight by deans which may include externally supported 
(multidisciplinary) research centers �² those centers are managed 
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Reports from Senate Standing Committees: 
a. Theo Alexander, Budget and Finance  

i. No updates from previous report. Last meeting with VP Heimburger 
was cancelled.  

b. Sally Beth Lyon, Academic Affairs 
i. Provost Office has sent a request for information to administrators 

responsible for annual reviews to gather information about review 
process. This was one of the 2020-2021 charges of the committee.  
 

11. Adjournment: 5.38 p.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted 
Keon Gilbert  

 


