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'
1-".6)2"'0%32-.7".8&+ The American Studies MA culminates in a major written project, either a portfolio paper or a thesis. A 
portfolio paper is a research article, 20-30 pages in length, that makes an original argument based in primary and secondary evidence 
and demonstrates the student’s knowledge of their field. It is typically a revised and expanded seminar paper. A thesis is a more 
extensive project, typically 60-80 pages in length, that makes an original argument based in primary and secondary research and 
demonstrates the student’s knowledge of their field.  
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SLO1: Students will 
explain the 
contexts—such as 
historical, political, 
geographic, literary, 
artistic, social, or 
intellectual—that 
shape American 
cultural practices, 
expressions, or 
ideas. 

The sources or ideas 
addressed by the 
student are 
thoroughly and 
appropriately 
contextualized and 
the student cogently 
explains why thetl ITm jsj ljotlw l jsj
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such as race, gender, 
sexuality, class, 
nation, or ability.  
 

shape or are shaped 
by axes of power, 
such as race, gender, 
sexuality, class, 
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genre, and tone are 
appropriate for 
American Studies 
audiences. There are 
no problems with 
spelling, punctuation, 
grammar, or syntax. 
All sources are 
properly 
documented. 

be transparent. The 
language, style, 
genre, and tone are 
appropriate for 
academic audiences, 
but perhaps not for 
American Studies in 
particular. There are 
rare errors in 
spelling, punctuation, 
grammar, or syntax. 
All sources are 
documented, but the 
documentation may 
have subtle 
formatting errors. 

genre, and tone may 
not be appropriate for 
academic audiences. 
There are errors in 
spelling, punctuation, 
grammar, and syntax 
that may occasionally 
impede reading. 
Most sources are 
cited but there may 
be some information 
missing in the 
documentation. 

audience. There 
are frequent 
errors in spelling, 
punctuation, 
grammar, and 
syntax that make 
portions of the 
student’s work 
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2) What aspects of your MA education in American Studies helped you with your learning, and why were they helpful? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3) What might American Studies do differently in its MA program to help you learn more effectively, and why would these 
actions help? 


