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Q34 _4 1 - Students were able to explain how political systems affect who wins and who... - Number of students
who did not meet expectations
Q34 _4 2 - Students were able to explain how political systems affect who wins and who... - Number of students
who met but did not exceed expectations
Q34_4 3 - Students were able to explain how political systems affect who wins and who... - Number of students
who exceeded expectations
Q34_4 4 - Students were able to explain how political systems affect who wins and who... - This outcome does
not apply to this course

Q34 5 1 - Students were able to propose institutional changes that would advance cert... - Number of students
who did not meet expec ()-5.652(0)-4 (t)19[Q)-1.5 (.00d9 ()-5.652(0)53s0.6 (3sf8.9 78 (u)-0.6 (t)0.7 (c)1.2 (0)-9.Tc 21.694TT1
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The aim of the course is threefold. Firstly, it introduces students to fundamental texts and thinkers in political
realism, liberalism, constructivism, Marxism, feminism, and postcolonialism in International Relations. Particular
attention will be paid to the assumptions, claims, and modes of reasoning that distinguish these theories from one
another. Second, it compares and contrasts their different interpretations of the “international” in relation to key
methodological and epistemological areas of disagreement. Third, it uses them as basis for staging debates on key
historical and contemporary events, such as the Peace of Westphalia, the emergence of capitalism and colonialism,
the war in Vietnam, the decision to go to war in Irag in 2003, the 2015 Iran nuclear deal, the transformation of the
role of NATO after the end of the Cold War, the role of women in the military, and discusses key aspects of
contemporary international practice, such as human rights, the changing practice of war and struggles for equality
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0 1 reported online Blackboard discussions
o0 1 reported policy presentation arguing for legislative adoption of policy

Q24. Did you fill in a rubric for each Political Science MA student in the class?

e 10reported Yes
e 2reported No

Q25. Please try to answer the remaining questions to the best of your ability. If you cannot answer, please
leave the question blank.
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Q4 - Overall, what could students do well in regard to explaining how political systems operate?

Overview

« Analyze decision-making processes in relation to different political systems

e Connect debates and popular resistance movements to policy decisions

» Compare manifestion of contemporary crises across different institutional and political settings

* Analyze how values inform institutions and behaviors

« Explain how inner workings of institutions are affected by external influences

» Identify how influences on policy makers affecting framing of issues in ways that work to the advantage or
disadvantage of particular groups.

< Explain the kinds of policies that democratic countries like the United States are likely to adopt on matters
associated with war and peace.

< Develop hypotheses about the way political systems should have one or more consequential outcomes

All responses:

Analyse the decision-making process in foreign policy in relation to the key features of different political systems
through a series of case studies, the Cuban missile crisis, the Vietnam war, NATO's expansion eastwards and Russian
Federation's response to it, the 2015 Iran nuclear deal, China's mask diplomacy. Connect key theoretical and ethical
debates in IR to the rise of popular resistance movements and protest to foreign policy decisions, such as the anti-war
movements in relation to Vietnam and Irag, the anti-nuclear and pacifist, anti-capitalist and feminist movements.

Students were well equipped to compare the manifestation of contemporary crises (such as the crisis of representative
democracy, economic crises, the impact of Covid-19 on governance structures and performance) across different
institutional and political settings, reflecting on the main features of different political systems. They could analyse
how values inform institutions and behaviours, through the specific case studies they researched for their final papers
(including a paper proposal and project presentation to class), dealing with the crisis of democracy, climate emergency
and the rise of eco-anxiety, and the impact of Covid-19 on gender equality programs and women's rights. Students
could also aptly reflect on the complex layering and intersection of crises in specific institutional settings, such as the
intersection of political, economic, humanitarian and health crises in the case of Venezuela. Through guest speakers'
events and class discussions, they could also competently analyse differing levels of institutional capacity to respond to
crises, depending on the wider context of cultural practices and ideological structures.

The two students who did well in the class were able to articulate the influences affecting policy makers and how
framing an issue worked either to their advantage or disadvantage. The student who did not do well, stopped coming
to class and handing in assignments.

Three of the four graduate students in this 4xxx/5xxxx class achieved all three outcomes relevant to the course at a
high level, finishing with an "A" or "A- " grade. The remaining student performed consistently at a B level, the
minimum satisfactory level of a graduate student.

They could explain the inner workings of political systems and the forces that affect them, both internal and external,
and how they vary over time. They were most able to do this in regards to systems that they understand, such as the
European Union, though the complexity of its system requires some thought. The Commission, the Council and the
Parliament all vie for influence in various areas, and this is what students examined by selecting specific issue areas to
understand.

| think the majority of the students comfortably achieved this outcome. Most students in the class were good at
describing the main properties and components of the major structures of international trade, finance, and monetary
politics. Moreover, they were particularly successful at identifying how different policies systematically benefit (or
harm) different groups and how political institutions influence these patterns. They were able to portray the
determinants and consequences of different shocks (such as financial crises or trade wars) for different groups at the
domestic and international levels and examine/propose alternative policy responses.
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Q11 - What tactics were effective in enhancing students' ability to explain how political systems operate?
Overview

Setting out reading questions and seminar questions can help focus conversation more in the direction of
normative and ideological aspects

Breaking down the final project into several key stages

Guest speakers, experts and practitioners can be useful for analyzing strengths and weakness of different
political systems and institutional settings, and for connecting theory and methodology.

Discussion Boards in Blackboard and small group

Essays that call for analyses and comparisons; research designs and papers, peer reviews

Moving quickly from theory to practice, from the design of the European Union to its actual actions in areas
such as environment, immigration, human rights, and even the issue of sanctions on Russia.

Compare and contrast with other parts of the world.
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actual research and policy debates. These readings are supported by videos, documentaries, and podcasts. The classes
also included a variety of methods, including some lecturing, some debates, student presentations, and discussion
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assess how institutions express values and affects who wins and who loses. One public policy student passed
with high distinction. One international affairs student passed after rewriting one question.

Three Madrid students completed and defended their MA thesis
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Changes to the < Course content
Curriculum or Teaching techniques

Course sequence
New courses

Pedagogies - Improvements in technology « Deletion of courses
« Prerequisites « Changes in frequency or scheduling of course offerings
Changes to the < Student learning outcomes  Evaluation tools (e.g., rubrics)

Assessment Plan

Data collection methods
Frequency of data collection

Artifacts of student learning
Evaluation process

Please describe the actions you are taking as a result of these findings.
Faculty will have additional discussions about:
« Allowing students to develop projects across multiple courses
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3) 2020-21 assessment suggests that faculty are making headway teaching students how to
execute individual components of research design.

C. What were the findings of the assessment?
[compare to last year]

For the 2020 assessment report, four of the six instructors reported that all POLS graduate
students in their course met or exceeded expectation for both components of the learning
outcome (designing research projects with appropriate methodologies and contributing to
scholarly debates). Two instructors reported that 75-99 percent met expectations. No instructors
reported any students who did not meet expectations.
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