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1. Applicat ion  for  Admissi on t o the Graduate Program 
 
The program’s admission requirements and procedures correspond to the requirements set fo

https://www.slu.edu/apply.php
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for and attend this seminar for a total of 3 semesters during their program of study. Ph.D. students are 
required to register and attend this seminar for a total of 6 semesters during their program of study. 
Students are permitted to miss at most two seminar sessions each semester. Overall, students are 
strongly encouraged to attend seminar for the duration of their time in the graduate program. 
 
2.5. Good Standing Status  

Students are considered to be in academic good standing with the SLU Graduate Office if they 
maintain a grade point average (GPA) of 3.0 or higher. A  student 
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semester of degree) and BME 5040 Technical Communication (1 credit – to be taken the last 
semester). There is one non-degree requirement: BME Graduate Seminars (to be taken the 
first three semesters of degree).  In addition, a maximum of 6 credits of 4000-level courses 
may count towards the course requirements. However, students must confirm with the BME 
Graduate Program Coordinator that a specific 4000-level course can be applied to 
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written proposal must be submitted to the candidate’s Guidance Committee at least two weeks 
prior to the oral proposal date. The written proposal should be a brief document including 
background and introduction, methods, preliminary data, proposed studies, references, figures 
and a timeline (maximum 10 pages total). The oral thesis proposal includes a 20-40-minute 
seminar style presentation of the proposal to the candidate’s guidance committee. Once 
completed, the Master’s Thesis Proposal form (see 



   
 

8 
 

eligible coursework (excluding thesis credits) towards the Ph.D. degree. 
 
3.8. Changing from the M.S. to the Ph.D. program 

Students who were accepted into the M.S. program but have decided, in consultation with their 
graduate advisor, to forego completion of the M.S. degree and change over to the Ph.D. program 
will need to complete the Petition to Amend the Graduate Program form (fillable form at 



   
 

9 
 

the spring semester of their junior year by filling out and submitting the Accelerated BS-MS Program in 
BME Application for Admission form (available at https://www.slu.edu/science-and-
engineering/student-resources/graduate-resources/index.php). 
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those for students in the regular M.S. Thesis option. Students will be expected to perform at least 20 
hours of research per week during their fourth year in the undergraduate program in addition to their 
other commitments. Students in the accelerated program are also required to work on their research 
during the summer and during breaks and should produce at least one journal manuscript ready for 
submission prior to completing the M.S. degree. 
 
4.7. Timeline for Completion of the Accelerated Master of Science Degree 

Students in the accelerated BS-MS program are expected to complete their M.S. degree after no 
more than three semesters plus a summer in residence as a graduate student. For the thesis 
option, the oral thesis proposal should be taken within 6 months of completion of BME 5965 
(
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Appendix A 
 

Qualification through Three Topic Exam Style 
With regard to three topic qualification examination, this appendix describes exam format and timeline, 
selection of examiners, administration of the exam, and exam outcomes.  
 
Forms 
All forms can be found at https://www.slu.edu/science-and-engineering/student-resources/graduate-
resources/index.php 
 
Timeline  
When to take the qualifying exam?  
Students are advised to pursue this qualifying examination at the end of their first or second academic 
year in the PhD program.  
 
When to schedule the qualifying exam?  
Students should submit the completed PhD Qualifying Exam Petition Form to the Office of Graduate 
Education & Research at least 30 days prior to date of examination.  
 
When will the grade be given?  
Students will be notified in writing of the outcome of the PhD qualifying examination no later than two 
weeks of the exam date, and within two weeks of the submission of additional required work (if 
required).  
 
General Description  
The intent of the three topic examination format is to allow doctoral students to qualify for pursuit of 
doctoral studies by demonstrating their PhD-level knowledge in three topics related to their research. 
The students in consultation with their PhD Advisor will identify three topics from the examination 
topics list provided by the BME department. Students may choose topics drawn from outside their home 
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return the student answers to the faculty evaluators for grading in 24 hours after completion of the 
exam.  
 
Exam grading  
Students are expected to provide the faculty evaluators with the PhD Qualifying Exam Results Form. The 
steps for completing this form are explained in the Ph.D. Qualifying Exam Policy. The faculty evaluators 
will grade the exam no later than two weeks after the exam and will forward the exam results to the 
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Qualification through Research Writing(s) and oral examination 
 
With regard to this "Research Writing(s)" type of examination format, this appendix describes 
administration of the exam, selectio 
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The Examination Committee  



   
 






